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Holy Eucharist 

about this community 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed 
to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and 
serve to provide Christian education, witness and outreach. In 
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for 
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop 
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.  
 
Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + 
Faithfulness + Learning 
 

livestream notice 
 

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into 
the community, this service is being live streamed and made 
available on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording, 
and its release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for 
live streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 

today’s worship The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas 
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of 
Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all 
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to 
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are 
claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be 
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to 
all people. 
 
Please silence all electronic devices before the service. 
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 You are invited to participate throughout the service with the  
bold responses and in all hymns. 

 GATHERING 
 

prelude Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, P.46                             Johann Pachelbel 
(1653-1706) 

  
welcome Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 

introit Star in the East                                                                      arr. Milburn Price  
Southern folk hymn 

 Hail the blest morn, 
See the great Mediator 
Down from the regions of glory descend! 
 
Shepherds, go worship 
The Babe in the manger; 
Lo, for His guard 
The bright angels attend. 
 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness 
And lend us Thine aid. 
 
Star in the east, 
The horizon adorning, 
Guide where our Infant Redeemer was laid. 
 
Say, shall we yield Him 
In costly devotion, 
Odors of Eden 
And off’rings divine; 
 
Gems of the mountain 
And pearls from the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest 
Or gold from the mine? 

  
Please stand for Confession and Forgiveness 

  confession and 
forgiveness 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
A moment of silence is observed. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
God-with-us, 
we confess that we have turned away 
those seeking shelter, 
claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 
We have made power and wealth our idols, 
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 
We have overlooked the shepherds, 
expecting good news in prettier packaging. 
Too often, we have valued violence 
instead of your peace. 
Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
Grant us the grace to begin again. 
Free us from all that keeps us bound, 
and forgive our sin, 
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 
Hear the good news and rejoice! 
You are God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, 
☩ forgiven in Christ, 
and freed to respond in joy. 
Amen.  
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gathering hymn 
 

The organ introduction brings 
life and energy to the hymn, and 

introduces the melody and 
rhythm to those whom it may 

not be familiar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“O Morning Star How Fair and Bright” (ELW 308) 

 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Music: Philipp Nicolai 
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greeting 

 
 

 
hymn of praise 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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prayer of the day Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of 
a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring 
us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
All are seated 
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 WORD 

children’s message Children are invited to join Pr. Stephanie at the rear of the sanctuary for the 
annual “house blessing” of the church.  (Packets with a blessing and chalk are 
available for parishioners to take with them to bless their own homes.) 

first reading 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2 For darkness shall cover the earth 
  and thick darkness the peoples, 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3 Nations shall come to your light 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together; they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 
 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 The choir sings the refrain once, all repeat 

 
Tone 

 
 
The choir chants the non-bold verses, the congregation joins on the bold 
verses 
 
 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 
 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 
 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be 
        no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.  
 
 11 May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
 
 13 He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 
 14 From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight. Refrain 
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second reading Ephesians 3:1-12 

 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission 
of God’s grace that was given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of 
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all 
things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

gospel acclamation 

All stand for the Gospel Acclamation 
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gospel reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, 
they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

sermon Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
 
 
 
Please stand for the Hymn of the Day 
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hymn of the day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

“Brightest and Best of the Stars” (ELW 303), vs. 1 - 4 

 
 

Text: Reginald Herber, 1783-1826, alt. 
Music: James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt. 
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the apostles’ creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
prayers The assisting minister leads our prayers. You are invited to respond to each 

petition as follows: 
…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayers, the pastor says 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to 
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

peace 
 

During the passing of the 
peace, many will shake hands, 

hug, or simply make a peace 
sign 

The peace and joy of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
After exchanging a sign of peace, please be seated 
 

 
announcements 

 
Please see this week’s Trinity Times for announcements 
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offering The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing 
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring 
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online, 
scan the QR code. 

middle voluntary Improvisation on ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light’             Paul Manz 
(1919-2009) 

 
 
 
Please stand for the Presentation of the Offering 

presentation of the offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We Three Kings” (WOV 646, vs 1) 
 

 
 

offering prayer 

The assisting minister leads us in prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among 
the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with 
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with 
all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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MEAL  

the great thanksgiving 

 
 

preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
: 
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sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the communion setting is 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting One 
 

thanksgiving at the table Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

the lord’s prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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invitation to communion A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of 

Jesus. 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the 
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, 
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at 
the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats. 
 
Please be seated for the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 

agnus dei 
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communion hymn “This Little Light of Mine” (ELW 677) 

 
Text: African American spiritual 

Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935 
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communion hymn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What Child is This” (ELW 296) 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 
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table blessing 

After communion, all stand and receive the blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and 
keep us in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 

prayer after communion 

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer 
 

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

SENDING 

blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The God of love, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
lavish you with grace, 
illumine your path, 
and increase your joy, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 



 

   
 

22 

Holy Eucharist 
sending hymn “We Three Kings” (WOV 606) 

 
 
 
 
 

Text: John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 
Music: John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891 
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  dismissal Christ the Savior is born. Go in peace, proclaim the Good News. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

postlude Epiphany March on ‘Salzburg’                                          Franklin D. Ashdown 
(1942-2023) 
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