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about this community Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed

livestream notice

today’s worship

to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and
serve to provide Christian education, withess and outreach. In
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.

Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity +
Faithfulness + Learning

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into
the community, this service is being live streamed and made
available on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording,
and its release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for
live streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of
Trinity Lutheran Church.

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this
Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “l was
blind, now | see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes
to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was
anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and
calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

Please silence all electronic devices before the service.



prelude

welcome

introit

confession and forgiveness
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You are invited to participate throughout the service with the
bold responses and in all hymns.

GATHERING

Praeludium [quarti toni], BuxWV 152 Dietrich Buxtehude
(1637-1707)

Pr. Stephanie Jaeger

Richard de Castre’s Prayer to Jesus R.R. Terry
(1865-1938)

Jhesu, Lord, that madest me

And with Thy blessyd blood hast bought,
Forgive that I have grievéd Thee

With word, and wil, and eek with thought.

Jhesu, in whom is all my trust,

That died upon the roodé tree,
Withdrawe myn herte from fleshli lust,
And from all worldly vanyté.

After the introit, please stand as you are able
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

A moment of silence is held for reflection

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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“O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” (ELW 722)
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greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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prayer of the day Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts,
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
children’s message Children are invited forward for a message from Pr. Stephanie

WORD
firstreading 1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from First Samuel.

1'The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “T'ake a heifer with you and say,
‘T have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ ? Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one
whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said,
“Do you come peaceably?” s He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to
the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

¢ When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed
1s now before the LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” s Then Jesse called
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” * Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” *Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen
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any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until
he comes here.” 2 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him,
for this is the one.” * Then Samuel took the horn of 0il and anointed him
in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

The refrain is sung by the choir once, then by all

Refrain:
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The verses are sung responsively, non-bold by the choir and bold by all

1'The LORD I is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
>The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
2You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort
me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
¢Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my
life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. Refrain
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Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.

¢Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as
children of light, ¢ for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. ' Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2 For it 1s
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, *but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, '“ for everything that becomes visible
is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

All stand for the Gospel Acclamation
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gospelreading John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” s Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. + We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when
no one can work. > As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” ¢ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, "saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. ¢ The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” * Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it
is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 1* But they kept asking
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to
him, “Where 1s he?” He said, “I do not know.”

15'They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
1“Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. " Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now
I see.” 1 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man 1s not from God, for he
does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who i1s a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. " So they said again
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He 1s a prophet.”

15 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind, ' but we do not know how it is that now
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of
the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 2 Therefore
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”
> He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do

9
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know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 6 They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2" He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” ¢ Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where
he comes from.” ** The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You
do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. *» We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. 2 Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. #* If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” »* They answered him, “You were born entirely
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

s Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ¢ He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” *"Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” * He said, “Lord, 1
believe.” And he worshiped him. #*Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may
become blind.” ** Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *' Jesus said to them, “If
you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated for the sermon
sermon Pr. Stephanie Jaeger

Please stand for the Hymn of the Day
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“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779)
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the apostles’ creed I believe in God, the Father almighty,

12

prayers

peace

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The assisting minister leads our prayers. You are invited to respond to each petition
as follows:

...Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

At the end of the prayers, the pastor says

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. Amen.

The peace and joy of Jesus Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging a sign of peace, please be seated

announcements See this weekend’s Trinity Times for the latest happenings at Trinity
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anthem at the offertory

presentation of the offering
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The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church.
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online,
scan the QR code.

God So Loved the World John Stainer
(1840-1901)

God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. Amen.

Please stand for the Presentation of the Offering
“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” (ELW 188)
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The assisting minister leads us in prayer

offering prayer Let us pray.
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

MEAL

the great thanksgiving Q
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

preface It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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the communion setting is
Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Setting Five

thanksgiving at the table
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

15
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.
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invitation to communion
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle,
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at

the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats.
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communion hymn “There 1s a Balm in Gilead” (ELW 614)

Refrain
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
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After communion, all stand and receive the blessing

table blessing May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ + strengthen us and
keep us in God’s grace.
Amen.

nunc dimittis  “Now Lord” (ELW 201)
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a light to re-veal you to the na-tions and the glo-ry of your
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peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo -ry to the Fa-ther, and to the Son,
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and to the Ho -ly Spir-it, as it was in the be - gin-ning,
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1s now, and will be for - ev - er. A - men.
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March 15, 2026

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer

prayer after communion Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us
in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms,
a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

blessing Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

sending hymn “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” (ELW 452)
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1 A - wake,O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 There is one bod -y and one hope, one Spir - it and one call,
4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
5 For  us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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SO learn his love, its length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.

to give the Spir - it’s u - ni- ty, the ver - y bond of peace.

one Lord, one faith,and one bap-tism, one God who made us all.

with kind and gen - tle  hearts for - give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
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Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
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dismissal

postlude

Preacher & Presider
Assisting Minister
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Organist

Altar Guild
Ushers
Counters
Livestream Tech

Holy Eucharist

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sortie Solennelle Louis Niedermeyer
(1802-1861)

WORSHIP LEADERS

Pr. Stephanie Jaeger

Marcia Lyles

Trent Whisenant

Regina Pearsall

Kim Ryan

Kathy Klein & Hillie Grossarth
Peyton Bloom

IN OUR PRAYERS

Family and Friends of Alice Evensen, Family and Friends of Denise Melious,
Johanna Reyes mother of missing person Mortimer Mekhai Wortman, Julie Little,
the O’Loughlin friends and family, family and friends of Pat Zulch, Justin Solomon,
Cindy Roberti, James Ciccolella, Sean Reardon, Lori Homan, Dianne Bombardi,
Joseph Campitiello, Barbie Parker, Amy Fittapaldi, Vincent Pizzolo, Gonca Latif-
Schmitt and her family, Rita Fowler, Josie Honus, David Dowling, Jorg and Madeline
Dreusicke, Jasmine Drake, Joanna Smith, Maria Alvarez Castro, Angel Luis Rios,
Marlies Meyer, Glen Danischewski, Ronnie Bero, Mary Bruno, Pennington Family,
Carmen Cognetta, Deacon Margaret Ann O'Donnell, Migdalia Jimenez, Jessica
Desens, Edith Piazza, Sean C. Sweeney, Janet A. Cleary, George Turner, and
Christopher Jarrett

For those in our armed services, especially
Joshua Lentini, Sgt. George E Turner, and the US Army
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CHURCH COUNCIL

March 15, 2026

Kim Ryan (President), Marcia Lyles (Vice President), Roy Danischewski (Treasurer), Stephan Thimme
(Secretary), Hillie Grossarth, Joyce LaMorte, Regina Pearsall, Ruth Saliski, Martha Echols, Danielle Buttacavoli,

and Nancy Misener-Granda
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