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ABOUT TRINITY 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed to sharing and teaching 
the Word of God. We welcome all people and serve to provide Christian education, witness 

and outreach. In response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for our 
dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop leaders in our faith, and steward 

the gifts we have been given by God.  
 

Our Values: 
Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + Faithfulness + Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR THOSE WORSHIPPING 
To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into the community, this 

service is being live streamed and made available on YouTube. By attending, you consent to 
any recording, and its release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 
streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 
  
 
 
 

THEMES OF THIS SUNDAY 
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our 

undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of 
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, 

“the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
 
 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 
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GATHERING 
THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER  

 
PRELUDE  
 Adagio from Symphony no. 5            Charles-Marie Widor 

(1844-1937) 
WELCOME 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 

            
Please stand for the 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
C you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 

P You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN, ELW 796 

 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

Music: Early American  



   
 

   
 

5 
 

GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
Tune: Lauda Anima 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to 

share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of 
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated for the readings. 
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WORD    
 

GOD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE, READING, PREACHING AND SONG 

FIRST READING, JEREMIAH 23:23-29 
L  A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not 
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the 
LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
 

L  Word of God, word of life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 33:12-22 

 
The cantor chants the non-bold verses; the congregation joins on the bold verses. 

 

 
 

 1 God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst | of the gods: 
 2 “How long will you | judge unjustly, 
  and show favor | to the wicked? 
 3 Save the weak | and the orphan; 
  defend the hum- | ble and needy; 
 4 rescue the weak | and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power | of the wicked.  
 5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the | earth are shaken. 
 6 Now I say to you, | ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of | the Most High; 
 

(Psalm is continued on the next page) 
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 7 nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals, 
  and fall like | any prince.’ ” 
 8 Arise, O God, and | rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations | for your own.  
 

SECOND READING, HEBREWS 11:29-12:2 
L  A reading from Hebrews. 
 
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
  32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their 
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain 
a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by 
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 
  39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what 
was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart 
from us, be made perfect. 
 
  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who 
for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, 
and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
L  Word of God, word of life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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Please stand for the 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
Cantor Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of eternal life. 
 
All repeat the Gospel Acclamation. 

 

GOSPEL READING, LUKE 12:49-56 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already 
ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under 
until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I 
tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three 
against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 
  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HOMILY                  Rev. John Backe 
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Please stand for the 
HYMN OF THE DAY, ELW 704 

 
 

Text: Jim Strathdee, b. 1941 
Music: Jim Strathdee 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS 
The assisting minister leads our prayers.  You are invited to respond to each petition as follows: 
A  ….God of grace, 
C  Receive our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers, the pastor says 
P Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
We greet one another with the peace and love of Jesus Christ.  
P The peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated.  
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please see this week’s “Trinity Times” for announcements. 
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OFFERING  
The offering collected this Sunday supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing hunger and 
poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring the healing love of 
God into the world by donating generously. To give online, scan the QR code. 
 
 
ANTHEM AT THE OFFERTORY                                       
 O Rest in the Lord from Elijah             Felix Mendelssohn 

(1809-1847) 
 

Dylan Cao, alto 
 

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, 
and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires. 
Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him, 
and fret not thyself because of evil-doers. 

 
 
Please stand for the 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING, ELW 721     

 
Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931 

Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
MEAL   
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing the  
SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) 

 
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world, you 

gave your only Son, so that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may 
receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the front row of pews.  
Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, as indicated by the usher. You will receive 
the host from the pastor and wine or grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the 
white bowls at the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats.   
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AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN, ACS 1084              

 
Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967 

Music: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
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Please stand for the 
TABLE BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and keep us in 

God’s grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A Let us pray. 

Nurturing God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim 
your love in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SENDING 

 
GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
 
BLESSING 
P The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN, ELW 632 

 

 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 

Music: Kathleen Thomerson 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
Toccata in Seven                         John Rutter 

           (b. 1946) 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS THIS SUNDAY 
 

Preacher & Presider Rev. John Backe 
Assisting Minister Cindy Roberti 

Altar Guild Regina Pearsall 
Director of Music & 

Organist Trent Whisenant 

Ushers Pat Zulch & Joyce LaMorte 
Counters Kathy Klein & Hillie Grossarth 

Livestream Technician Peyton Bloom 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
FOR OUR PRAYERS ~ Please contact us with names to be added or removed.   
Rita Fowler, Josie Honus, David Dowling, Tim Pranschke, Jörg and Madeline Dreusicke, the 
family and friends of RT Pranschke, Jasmine Drake, Joanna Smith, Perry Summerford, Denise 
Melious, Maria Alvarez Castro, Friends and Family of Phillip Herbst, Angel Luis Rios, Marlies 
Meyer, Glen Danischewski, Ronnie Bero, Sabina Baker, Mary Bruno, Pennington Family, 
Carmen Cognetta, Deacon Margaret Ann O'Donnell, Vincent Somma, Migdalia Jimenez, Laura 
Lupo, Jessica Desens, Edith Piazza, Alice Evensen, Sean C. Sweeney, Janet A. Cleary, George 
Turner, Christopher Jarrett, Meah Guzman, Carmen Aponte, and James Ciccolella. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES 
Joshua Lentini, Sgt George E Turner, US Army, Sgt Brendan Jocsak, and the US Marines. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 St. Paul's Avenue  
Staten Island, NY 10304 

Office: (718) 447-0526 | Pastor’s Cellphone: (929) 314-6031 

 Fax: (718) 981-4365   
trinitylutheransi.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Stephanie Jaeger, Pastor 

Trent Whisenant, Director of Music & Organist 
Priscilla Marco, Community Engagement Coordinator & Administrator  

Cara Kay, Youth and Family Coordinator & Administrative Assistant 
William Cochran, Sexton  

Cari Sanders, Communications Coordinator 
 Peyton Bloom, Tech Manager 

 
 

TRINITY CHURCH COUNCIL 
 Kim Ryan, President 

Marcia Lyles, Vice-President 
Roy Danischewski, Treas. 
Regina Pearsall, Secretary 
Andrew Caddell  
Hillie Grossarth  
Joyce LaMorte  
Stephan Thimme  
Ruth Saliski  
Roger Wesby  
Martha Echols 

 kryan@prh.com 
mlyles1104@gmail.com 
roy@rkdcpa.com 
regina.pearsall@yahoo.com 
andrewlcaddell@aol.com 
hillie7n@yahoo.com  
davyla812@aol.com  
ueberstephan@gmail.com  
ruthsaliski@gmail.com 
rhwesby@gmail.com 
echols_martha@yahoo.com  
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