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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

about this community 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed 
to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and 
serve to provide Christian education, witness and outreach. In 
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for 
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop 
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.  
 
Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + 
Faithfulness + Learning 
 

livestream notice 
 

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into 
the community, this service is being live streamed and made available 
on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording, and its 
release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 
streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 

today’s worship Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals 
surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people 
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and 
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting 
the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread 
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 
Please silence all electronic devices before the service. 
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 You are invited to participate throughout the service with the  
bold responses and in all hymns. 

 GATHERING 
 

prelude 
. 

Rhosymedre                                                                  Ralph Vaughan-Williams 
(1872-1958) 

welcome Pastor Stephanie Jaeger 

introit 
 

In Meeting We Are Blessed                                                        Troy Robertson 
(b. 1978) 

 
We are met together and in meeting we are blessed.  
Peace in coming and in going, peace in labor and in rest. 
Hold on, dear brother! Hold on, dear sister! 
Hold on to me. 

 Please stand as you are able for the Confession and Forgiveness 
confession and forgiveness 

 
. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

gathering hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 

1903–2000 
Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 

1907–1991 
 

“God is Here!” (ELW 526) 

 

greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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canticle of praise 

 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

prayer of the day Let us pray.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Children’s Message 

children’s message Children are invited forward for a lesson with Vicar Jordan 
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WORD 
first reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord 
GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: 
it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 
27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 
28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet 
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 
your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you 
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
  
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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psalm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Psalm 25:1-9                                                               Tune: Trent Whisenant 
 

 
 
The choir leads the Psalm, all join on the bold verses 
 
 1 To you, O / LORD, 
  I lift up my / soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to / shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over / me. 
 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to / shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are / treacherous. 
 4 Show me your ways, O / LORD, 
  and teach me your / paths.  
 
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach / me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all 
         the day / long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and / love, 
  for they are from ever- / lasting. 
 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans- / gressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the 
        sake of your goodness, O / LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 
2nd half of chant 
 9 You lead the lowly in / justice 
  and teach the lowly your / way.  

second reading Philippians 2:1-13 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my 
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 
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conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each 
of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let 
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation and Gospel 

gospel acclamation 
 

. 
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gospel Matthew 21:23-32 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to 
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did 
you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ 
but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second 
and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which 
of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change 
your minds and believe him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Sermon 

sermon Vicar Jordan Baker 
 

 After the Sermon, please stand for the Hymn of the Day 
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hymn of the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Welcome Table” (TFF 263) 

 
Text: African American spiritual 

Music: African American spiritual; arr. Carl Diton, 1886-1969 
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apostle’s creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

prayers 
The Assisting Minister leads our prayers 
….God of Grace, 
receive our prayer. 

peace The peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

announcements See this weekend’s Trinity Times for the latest happenings at Trinity 

offering The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing 
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring 
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online, scan 
the QR code. 
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anthem at the offertory 
 

Ain’a that good news!                                                                William Dawson 
(1899-1990) 

 
I’ve got a crown up in the Kingdom, Ain’t that good news.   
I’m going to lay down this world, Going to shoulder up my cross:     
Going to take it home to my Jesus, Ain’t that good news.   
I’ve got a harp up in the Kingdom, Ain’t that good news. 
I’ve got a robe up in the Kingdom, Ain’t that good news.      
I’ve got a Savior in the Kingdom, Ain’t that good news. 

presentation of the offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (ELW 674, vs. 1) 

 

 

 

offering prayer God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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 MEAL  

the great thanksgiving 

 
preface It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The communion setting is 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten  

thanksgiving at the table Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
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the lord’s prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

invitation to communion Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the 
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, 
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at 
the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats. 

agnus dei 
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communion hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Bread of Life from Heaven” (ELW 474) 

 
Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952 

Music: Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas 
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communion hymn “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy“ (ELW 588) 

 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt. 

Music: North American, 19th cent. 
 

 

table blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and 
keep us in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
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prayer after communion 

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 

SENDING 

blessing The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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sending hymn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Rodigast, 

1649-1708; tr. Martin A. 
Seltz, b. 1951 

Music: Severus Gastorius, 
1646-1682 

. 

“What God Ordains is Good Indeed” (ELW 776) 

 
 



 

   
 

22 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

dismissal Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God! 
 

  postlude Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan                                       Johann Ludwig Krebs 
(1713-1780) 
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MUSIC NOTICE 

 Music in this bulletin is printed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-744202. 
All rights reserved. 



   
 

   
 

23 
 

September 27, 2026 

 

 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
trinitylutheransi.org 
 
PHYSICAL & MAILING ADDRESS 
309 St. Paul's Avenue  
Staten Island, NY 10304 
 
OFFICE PHONE 
(718) 447-0526 
 
 
STAFF 
REV. DR. STEPHANIE JAEGER 
Pastor 
spjaeger@tlcsi.org | (929) 314-6031 
 
DR.  JORDAN  BAKER 
Vicar 
jbaker@tlcsi.org 
 
TRENT WHISENANT 
Director of Music & Organist 
twhisenant@tlcsi.org 
 
PRISCILLA MARCO 
Community Engagement Coordinator & Legal Counsel 
pmarco@tlcsi.org 
 
NANCY GRAY 
Office Coordinator 
ngray@tlcsi.org 
 
CARA KAY 
Youth and Family Coordinator & Administrative Assistant 
ckay@tlcsi.org 
 
WILLIAM COCHRAN 
Sexton (Building Supervisor) 
wcochran@tlcsi.org 
 
CARI SANDERS 
Communications Coordinator 
communications@tlcsi.org 
 
PEYTON BLOOM 
Tech Manager 

 CHURCH COUNCIL 
Kim Ryan (President), Marcia Lyles (Vice President), Roy Danischewski (Treasurer), Stephan Thimme 
(Secretary), Hillie Grossarth, Regina Pearsall, Ruth Saliski, Martha Echols, Danielle Buttacavoli, and Nancy 
Misener-Granda 


