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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

about this community 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed 
to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and 
serve to provide Christian education, witness and outreach. In 
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for 
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop 
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.  
 
Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + 
Faithfulness + Learning 
 

livestream notice 
 

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into 
the community, this service is being live streamed and made available 
on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording, and its 
release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 
streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 

today’s worship In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, 
since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against 
one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times 
reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of 
forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are 
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 
Today is also All Together Again Sunday, Trinity’s celebration of the 
return of programming after a seasonal hiatus. Welcome back to all 
those returning from travels, and welcome to all who are joining us in 
this new season! 
 
Please silence all electronic devices before the service. 
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 You are invited to participate throughout the service with the  
bold responses and in all hymns. 

 GATHERING 
 

prelude 
. 

Jubilate Deo                                                                                  Tate Pumfrey 
(b. 1998) 

 

welcome Pastor Stephanie Jaeger 

introit 
 

O Come Ye Servants of the Lord                                              Christopher Tye 
(1505-1572) 

 

O come, ye servants of the Lord, and praise His holy name From early morn to 
setting sun, His might on earth proclaim. His laws are just, and glad the 
heart: He makes His mercies known. Ye princes come, ye people too, and bow 
before His throne. 

 Please stand as you are able for the Thanksgiving for Baptism 

thanksgiving for baptism 
for All Together Again 

Sunday 
 

. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 Water is poured into the font as the presider continues: 
 
Gracious God, your love flows through water, 
a sign of your saving power: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, 
Hagar discovers your well. 
The Israelites escape through the sea, 
and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, 
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Your love flows through the water of baptism 
joined to your life-giving Word: 
your well of mercy and cleansing flood, 
your sea of deliverance from death into life, 
your healing river washing sin away, 
your living water springing up to eternal life. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
Your steadfast love fills the earth. 
 
Holy God, fountain of living water, 
Your love flows through water, 
satisfying the thirst of all living things, 
sustaining life in this community. 
As we gather all together again for this new program year,  
may your living water continue to nourish our community, Trinity—
Staten Island, 
Pour your spirit upon us so we may embody Jesus for the sake of the 
world through: 
love, community, inclusion, service, creativity, learning, and faithfulness. 
Fill us with your steadfast love. 
Fill us with your steadfast love. Amen. 
 
During the gathering hymn, the assembly is sprinkled with the waters of Baptism as 
a sign of God’s steadfast love poured out on us. 
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gathering hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” (ELW 835) 

 
 
 

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite 
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623 

 
greeting 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

canticle of praise 

 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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September 13, 2026 

 

prayer of the day Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Please be seated for the Children’s Message 

children’s message Children are invited forward for a lesson with Pr. Stephanie 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

WORD 
first reading Genesis 50:15-21 

 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 
  
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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psalm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Psalm 103: 8-13                                                               Tune: Trent Whisenant 
 

 
 
The choir leads the Psalm, all join on the bold verses 
 
 8 LORD, you are full of compassion and / mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast / love; 
 9 you will not always acc- / use us, 
  nor will you keep your anger for- / ever. 
 
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our / sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our in- / iquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high above the / earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who / fear you. 
 
 12 As far as the east is from the / west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from / us. 
 13 As a father has compassion for his / children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O / LORD.  
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second reading Romans 14:1-12 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the 
weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, 
for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will 
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who 
observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for 
the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 
the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation and Gospel 



   
 

   
 

11 
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gospel acclamation 
 

. 
 
 

 
 
The cantor chants the proper verse: 
We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; your sins are forgiven on 
account of his name. (1 John 2:1, 12) 
 
 
All repeat the Alleluia 

gospel Matthew 18:21-35 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus 
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 
25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my 
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heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Sermon 

sermon Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
 

 After the Sermon, please stand for the Hymn of the Day 
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hymn of the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Forgive Your People, O Lord/Perdona a tu pueblo, Señor” (ACS 1008) 

 
Text: Anonymous; English text Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951 

Music: Anonymous 
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apostle’s creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

prayers 
The Assisting Minister leads our prayers 
….God of Grace, 
receive our prayer. 

peace The peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

announcements See this weekend’s Trinity Times for the latest happenings at Trinity 

noisy offering Every Second Sunday of the month we collect a ‘Noisy Offering’ of spare change, cash, 
checks, and other funds to support our feeding ministry, Feeding with TLC. 

offering The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing 
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring 
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online, scan 
the QR code. 
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anthem at the offertory The Lord is a Mighty God                  Felix Mendelssohn/arr. Michael Burkhardt 
(1809-1847/b. 1957) 

 
 
The Lord is a mighty God and King above all, 
From the deepest waters to the highest mountains evermore. 

  
presentation of the offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (ELW 674, vs. 1) 

 

 

 

offering prayer Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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 MEAL  

the great thanksgiving 

 
preface It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The communion setting is 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten  

thanksgiving at the table Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

the lord’s prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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invitation to communion Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the 
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, 
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at 
the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats. 

agnus dei 
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communion hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let Us Break Bread Together” (ELW 471) 

 
 Text: African American spiritual 

Music: African American spiritual 
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communion hymn “Eat This Bread“ (ELW 472) 
Repeated numerous times 

 
Text: Taizé Community 

Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

 

table blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and 
keep us in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 
 

prayer after communion 

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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 SENDING 

blessing Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 

sending hymn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” (ELW 544) 

 
 

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902–1983, alt. 
Music: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705, adapt. 

 
 

dismissal Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God! 
 



   
 

   
 

23 
 

September 13, 2026 

  postlude 
 

. 

Fugue in E Major, BWV 566                                                               J.S. Bach 
(1685-1750) 

 
 

Join us for Coffee Hour downstairs after the service! 
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MUSIC NOTICE 

 Music in this bulletin is printed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-744202. 
All rights reserved. 
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