
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Holy Eucharist 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 • 10:30 AM 



 

   
 

2 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

about this community 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed 
to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and 
serve to provide Christian education, witness and outreach. In 
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for 
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop 
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.  
 
Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + 
Faithfulness + Learning 
 

livestream notice 
 

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into 
the community, this service is being live streamed and made available 
on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording, and its 
release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 
streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 

today’s worship Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus 
says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his 
workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to 
work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for 
their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, 
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God 
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of 
God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 
Please silence all electronic devices before the service. 
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 You are invited to participate throughout the service with the  
bold responses and in all hymns. 

 GATHERING 
 

prelude 
. 

Chorale                                                                                      William Mathias 
(1934-1992) 

welcome Pastor Stephanie Jaeger 

introit 
 

In Meeting We Are Blessed                                                        Troy Robertson 
(b. 1978) 

 
We are met together and in meeting we are blessed.  
Peace in coming and in going, peace in labor and in rest. 
Hold on, dear brother! Hold on, dear sister! 
Hold on to me. 

 Please stand as you are able for the Confession and Forgiveness 
confession and forgiveness 

 
. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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gathering hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle 

Jr., b. 1923 
Music: Carolyn Jennings, b. 

1936 

“Voices Raised to You We Offer” (ELW 845) 

 
greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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canticle of praise 

 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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prayer of the day Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Children’s Message 

children’s message Children are invited forward for a lesson with Pr. Stephanie 
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WORD 
first reading Jonah 3:10-4:11 

 
A reading from Jonah. 
 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He 
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was 
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, 
for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to 
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was 
very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 
“It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” 
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know 
their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
  
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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psalm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Psalm 145:1-8                                                               Tune: Trent Whisenant 
 

 
 
The choir leads the Psalm, all join on the bold verses 
 
 1 I will exalt you, my God and / king, 
  and bless your name forever and / ever. 
 2 Every day will I / bless you 
  and praise your name forever and / ever. 
 
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be / praised! 
  There is no end to your / greatness. 
 4 One generation shall praise your works to a- / nother 
  and shall declare your / power.  
 
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your / majesty 
  and all your marvelous / works. 
 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous / acts, 
  and I will recount your / greatness. 
 
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great / goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your / righteousness. 
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of com- / passion, 
  slow to anger and abounding insteadfast / love.  
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second reading Philippians 1:21-30 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, 
that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I 
am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my 
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus 
because of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will 
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those 
opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 
30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation and Gospel 

gospel acclamation 
 

. 
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gospel Matthew 20:1-16 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into 
his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When 
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Sermon 

sermon Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
 

 After the Sermon, please stand for the Hymn of the Day 
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hymn of the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 
1836–1879, adapt.; Spanish 

text: Vicente Mendoza, 
1875–1955 

Music: William Dexheimer 
Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark 

Sedio, b. 1954 

“Take my life, that I may be / Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad” (ELW 583) 
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apostle’s creed I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

prayers 
The Assisting Minister leads our prayers 
….God of Grace, 
receive our prayer. 

peace The peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

announcements See this weekend’s Trinity Times for the latest happenings at Trinity 

offering The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing 
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring 
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online, scan 
the QR code. 
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anthem at the offertory 
 

Undine Eliza Anna Smith 
Moore, the "Dean of Black 

Women Composers", was an 
American composer and 
professor of music in the 

twentieth century. Moore was 
originally trained as a classical 

pianist, but developed a 
compositional output of mostly 

vocal music—her preferred 
genre. 

I Would Be True                                                                  Undine Smith Moore 
(1904-1989) 

 
I would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare!                                            
I would be friend of all, the foe, the friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up and laugh and love and lift! 
 
                                      Text by Howard A. Walter (1833-1918) 

 
 

 

presentation of the offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (ELW 674, vs. 1) 

 

 

 

offering prayer Loving God, 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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 MEAL  

the great thanksgiving 

 
preface It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The communion setting is 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten  

thanksgiving at the table Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
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beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
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the lord’s prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

invitation to communion Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the 
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, 
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at 
the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats. 
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agnus dei 
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communion hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading/ Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema” (ELW 401) 

 

 
Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 
Music: Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland, b. 1924 
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communion hymn “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy“ (ELW 588) 

 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt. 

Music: North American, 19th cent. 
 

 

table blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and 
keep us in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
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prayer after communion 

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 

SENDING 

blessing The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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sending hymn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

“Lord of All Hopefulness” (ELW 795) 

 
 

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Music: Irish traditional 

dismissal Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God! 
 

  postlude 
 
 . Today’s 

postlude is by Mexican 
composer Ramón Noble in 
honor of National Hispanic 
American Heritage Month. 

Danza Espangola                                                                           Ramón Noble 
(1920-1999) 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presider & Preacher Pr. Stephanie Jaeger  
Worship Assistant Vicar Jordan Baker 
Assisting Minister Regina Pearsall 

Lector Stephen Jaeger 
Organist Trent Whisenant 

Altar Guild Regina Pearsall 
Ushers Joyce LaMorte 

Counters Nancy Granda & Nancy Wagner-Wetzel 
Livestream Tech Peyton Bloom 

  
 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martha Bombardi, Sharron and Tim Baker, Jose Hernandez, Steven McLeod, 
Sophia Latman, Patricia Boyle, Bridget Dowling, Craig Phillips, Chris Legere, 
Carlos Canet and Almudena Mateos Ruiz, Jennifer Brogan, Helen Cucuzza, Mark 
Ratajczak, Julie Little, Justin Solomon, Cindy Roberti, James Ciccolella, Sean 
Reardon, Lori Homan, Dianne Bombardi, Joseph Campitiello, Barbie Parker, Amy 
Fittapaldi, Gonca Latif-Schmitt and her family, Josie Honus, David Dowling, Jörg 
and Madeline Dreusicke, Jasmine Drake, Joanna Smith, Maria Alvarez Castro, 
Marlies Meyer, Glen Danischewski, Ronnie Bero, Mary Bruno, Carmen Cognetta, 
Deacon Margaret Ann O'Donnell, Migdalia Jimenez, Sean C. Sweeney, Janet A. 
Cleary, and Christopher Jarrett 
 
For those in our armed services, especially 
Joshua Lentini, and the US Army 

  
MUSIC NOTICE 

 Music in this bulletin is printed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-744202. 
All rights reserved. 
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