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Easter Vigil 

about this community 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a diverse Christian community committed 
to sharing and teaching the Word of God. We welcome all people and 
serve to provide Christian education, witness and outreach. In 
response to God’s grace, we are called to support and advocate for 
our dynamic community, care for others, worship God, develop 
leaders in our faith, and steward the gifts we have been given by God.  
 
Our Values: Love + Community + Inclusion + Service + Creativity + 
Faithfulness + Learning 
 

livestream notice 
 

To accommodate all our membership, and to provide outreach into 
the community, this service is being live streamed and made available 
on YouTube. By attending, you consent to any recording, and its 
release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live 
streaming and/or any other publication, printed or electronic, of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
 

today’s worship This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around 
fire, word, water, bread, and wine, proclaiming through story and song 
that ours is a God who continuously brings life out of death. On this 
night we experience again the heart of God’s baptismal promise and 
the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the 
death and resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every 
time and place to celebrate the good news: Christ is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Please silence all electronic devices before the service. 
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 You are invited to participate throughout the service with the  
bold responses and in all hymns. 

 GATHERING 
 

 We gather in silence at the entrance to Trinity’s sanctuary around the fire 
pit. Vigil candles are distributed to all worshippers. We begin singing as 

we ended on Good Friday. 

hymn “Stay With Me” (ELW 348) 
 

Sung three times 

Text: Taizé Community 
Tune: Stay with Me 

  
greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ 
passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world 
in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light 
and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s 
death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and 
await Christ’s coming again in glory. 
 
The new fire is lit. 
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 Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life 

to all the world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine 
forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet 
of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The new Paschal candle for 2026 is prepared. Presiders place and trace the markings 
on the Paschal candle. 
 
Christ, yesterday and today, [☩] 
the beginning and the ending. [A Ω] 
To Christ belongs all time [2] 
and all the ages; [0] 
to Christ belongs glory and dominion [2] 
now and forever. [6] 
Amen. 
 
The Paschal candle is lit and held high for all to see. 
 
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
minds. 
 
The light of the Paschal candle is used to light the vigil candles of those gathered.  All 
process into the sanctuary following the Assisting Minister who leads with the 
Paschal candle, and the chanting presider. 
 

procession The procession stops at the back of the church: 

 
 
The procession continues, stopping in the middle. 

 
 
The procession continues to the front of the church. 
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easter proclamation 

The procession moves to the baptistry. The Paschal candle is placed in its stand. The 
participants follow the presider down the side aisle, across the rear of the church, and 
then to the pews as the chanting presider continues with the Easter Proclamation (in 
Latin: Exultet). 
 

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, 
exult, let Angel ministers of God exult, 
let the trumpet of salvation 
sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph! 

 
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, 
ablaze with light from her eternal King, 
let all corners of the earth be glad, 
knowing an end to gloom and darkness. 

 
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, 
arrayed with the lightning of his glory, 
let this holy building shake with joy,  
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples. 

 

 
 

It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart and with 
devoted service of our voice, to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty 
Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten. 

 
Who for our sake paid Adam’s debt to the eternal Father, and, pouring out 
his own dear Blood, wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness. 

 
These, then, are the feasts of Passover, in which is slain the Lamb, the 
one true Lamb, whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers. 
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when once you lead our forebears, Israel’s children, from slavery in Egypt 
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red Sea. 

 

 
 

that with a pillar of fire banished the darkness of sin. 

 

that even now, throughout the world, sets Christian believers apart from 
worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, leading them to grace and joining 
them to his holy ones. 

 

 
 

when Christ broke the prison-bars of death and rose victorious from the 
underworld. 

 
O wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all telling, 
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son! 

 
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of 
Christ!  O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer! 

 
The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, washes faults 
away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners. 

 
O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of earth, 
and divine to the human. 

 
On this, your night of grace, O holy Father, accept this candle, a solemn 
offering, the work of bees and of your servants’ hands, an evening sacrifice 
of praise, this gift from your most holy Church. 
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Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle, hallowed to the honor of 
your name, may persevere undimmed, to overcome the darkness of this 
night. 
 
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, and let it mingle with the lights of 
heaven. 
 
May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: the one 
Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, who, coming back from 
death’s domain, has shed his peaceful light on humanity and lives and 
reigns forever and ever.  

 
prayer of the day Let us pray.  

Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of 
the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, 
that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light 
in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the readings. 
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WORD 
first reading Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 
A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 
11In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.  
 6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let 
it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.  
 9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate 
the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for 
days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day.  
 20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day.  
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 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” 
And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and 
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good.  
 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  
 27So God created humankind in his image,  
  in the image of God he created them;  
  male and female he created them.  
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
   
 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation.  
 4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created.  
  
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

first response: anthem Word Was God                                                                       Rosephanye Powell 
(b. 1962) 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
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prayer Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 
more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the 
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

second reading Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
 
A reading from Exodus. 
 
10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the 
LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we 
told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, 
and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for 
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD 
will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
 15Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on 
dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and 
all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 
 19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 
took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the 
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night 
 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the 
sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; 
and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry 
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of 
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch 
the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian 
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee 
from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
 
 26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so 
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that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots 
and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the 
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 
 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that 
the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 
believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
 15:20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with 
dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:  
 “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All remain seated for the hymn 

second response: hymn “Go Down Moses” (TFF 87) 
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prayer O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By 
the power of your mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the salvation offered to everyone 
by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may partake 
in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the 
sea, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

third reading Isaiah  55:1-11                                 
 
A reading from Isaiah, the 55th Chapter. 
 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
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  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

third response: psalm Psalm 16:7-8 
All sing the refrain. 

 

 
The choir chants the verses. 

 
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, 
night after night. I have set the LORD always before me; because 
he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

third prayer God and Father of all the faithful, you promised your servant Abraham 
that he would become the father of many nations, and through this gift of 
faith you increase your chosen people throughout he world. Form us anew 
by the death of your Son, that we may joyfully accept the new life of grace 
given through him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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fourth reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
A reading from Ezekiel, the 37th Chapter. 
 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 
on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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fourth response: hymn “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

 
Words: Edward Hatch, 1878 
Music: Robert Jackson, 1888 

fourth prayer Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought 
us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us 
your life-giving Spirit, that receiving the gifts of word and sacrament, we 
may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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affirmation of baptism We move to the baptismal font in the northeast corner of the sanctuary to make 
affirmation of our baptism. As we move, we sing vs. 1 + 2 of our hymn, Wade in the 
Water. 
 

 
Text: Spiritual 

Tune: Wade in the Water 
 

thanksgiving Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the 
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and 
earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living 
things.  By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved 
those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the 
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pillar of cloud and fire  through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of 
the promised land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Spirit. 
 
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has 
set us  free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to 
the joy and  freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the 
kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, [The paschal candle is lowered into the font] 
so that those who are baptized may be given new life. [The paschal candle is 
lowered again into the font] 
Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water [The paschal 
candle is lowered once more into the font] 
and bring us all forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 
 
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

renunciation of evil Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night the church keeps vigil, awaiting 
the glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Paul 
teaches us that by baptism we were buried with Christ and lay dead in 
order that as Christ was raised from the dead in the splendor of the 
Father, so we should set our feet on the new path of life.  Therefore, now 
that the struggle of Lent is over, let us renew the promises made at our 
baptism. 
 
I therefore ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
P  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
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profession of faith Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own 
by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, 
enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to 
new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Please return to the pews as we sing Wash O God Our Sons and Daughters. During 
the singing of the hymn, you will be showered with droplets of Baptismal water to 
remind you of the gift of baptism.  
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baptismal hymn “Wash O God Our Sons and Daughters” (ELW 445) 

 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 
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new testament reading Romans 6:3-11 
 
A reading from the Letter to the Romans. 
 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he 
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
As we prepare to sing the Gospel acclamation, the pall is lifted from the altar, the 
altar lights and candles are lit.  Bells are distributed to attendees. Bells and chimes 
are rung in anticipation of the Good News of the Resurrection of Our Lord.   

 
Please stand to greet the Good News of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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gospel acclamation 

 
gospel John 20:1-18 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The 
two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, 
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
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him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because 
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 
Please be seated for the Homily 

homily Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 

 

prayers 
The Assisting Minister leads our prayers 
….Hear us, O God, 
your mercy is great. 
 

peace Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 
The peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

offering The offering collected today supports the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Our inclusive congregation has special commitments to the arts, addressing 
hunger and poverty in our community, and Christian education. Help us bring 
the healing love of God into the world by donating generously. To give online, 
scan the QR code. 
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anthem at the offertory Now O Death, Where Is Thy Sting                                      Russell & Joel Nagy 

 Now, O Death, where is thy sting? Where, O Death, thy victory? The Son is 
risen and Death is driven. Death is swallowed up today in victory! This, this is 
our God, in Him we trusted And in love He saved us; give glory to His name. 
From this day praise Him forever: Jesus Christ is risen today! Now, O Death, 
where is thy plague? Your destruction now, O Grave? For God who ransoms, 
redeemed His captive today. Every tear He wipes away: all disgrace He takes 
away, from this day! This, this our Lord, God’s faithful witness, He is first 
born from the dead who rules the kings of earth, He who loves, He who has 
freed us; Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluia, alleluia, Christ is our victory. 

presentation of the offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (ELW 367, vs. 1) 

 

 
 

offering prayer Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 



 

   
 

24 

Easter Vigil 

  
MEAL  

the great thanksgiving 

 
 

preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the communion setting is 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Three  

thanksgiving at the table Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

the lord’s prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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invitation to communion Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace. We commune today at the kneelers at the 
front row of pews. Come forward to the kneeler closest to you via the center aisle, 
as indicated by the usher. You will receive the host from the pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the assistant. You may leave your used cup in the white bowls at 
the start of the side aisles as you return to your seats. 

response 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw, b. 1944 
Tune: Sine Nomine 
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communion hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” (ELW 362) 

 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–1868, alt. 
Music: Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566 

 
 

 

table blessing 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen us and 
keep us in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
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prayer after communion 

The Assisting Minister leads us in prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

SENDING 

blessing Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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sending hymn 
 
 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” (ELW 385) 

 
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872–1955, alt. 

Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570–1615 
 

dismissal Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

  postlude Toccata from Symphony no. 5                                             Charles Marie Widor 
(1844-1937) 

 
Join us in the parlor for a festive Easter reception! 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presider and Preacher Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
Assisting Minister Marcia Lyles 

Readers Stephen Jaeger, Cara Kay, & Roger Wesby 
Organist Trent Whisenant 

Altar Guild Regina Pearsall 
Ushers Nancy Meisner-Granda & Regina Pearsall 

Livestream Tech Peyton Bloom 
  

 
 
 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Family and Friends of Alice Evensen, Family and Friends of Denise Melious, 
Johanna Reyes mother of missing person Mortimer Mekhai Wortman, Julie Little, 
the O’Loughlin friends and family, Justin Solomon, Cindy Roberti, James Ciccolella, 
Sean Reardon, Lori Homan, Dianne Bombardi, Joseph Campitiello, Barbie Parker, 
Amy Fittapaldi, Vincent Pizzolo, Gonca Latif-Schmitt and her family, Rita Fowler, 
Josie Honus, David Dowling, Jörg and Madeline Dreusicke, Jasmine Drake, Joanna 
Smith, Maria Alvarez Castro, Angel Luis Rios, Marlies Meyer, Glen Danischewski, 
Ronnie Bero, Mary Bruno, Pennington Family, Carmen Cognetta, Deacon Margaret 
Ann O'Donnell, Migdalia Jimenez, Jessica Desens, Edith Piazza, Sean C. Sweeney, 
Janet A. Cleary, George Turner, and Christopher Jarrett 
 
For those in our armed services, especially 
Joshua Lentini, Sgt. George E Turner, and the US Army 
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